—GEORGE S. ARUNDALE 


CONVERSATIONS 

-WITH- 

Dr. BESANT 

SEPTEMBER 20th—OCTOBER l*t, 
1933, ON THE HIGH SEAS BE¬ 
TWEEN LOS ANGELES & SUVA 


A D Y A R 







CONVERSATIONS 

-- ■■■ ■ WITH : - 

Dr. BESANT 

SEPTEMBER 20th_OCTOBER 1st. 
1933, ON THE HIGH SEAS BE* 
TWEEN LOS ANGELES & SUVA 
BY 

GEORGE S. ARUNDALE 


1941 

T. P. H. 

Adyar 



Printed by C. Subbarayudu. at the Vatanta Prett. 
Adyar Madrai 


CONVERSATIONS WITH DR BESANT 


For various reasons I have so far refrained from 
publishing the following records of conversations I was 
privileged to have with our late President-Mother im¬ 
mediately after her passing on 20th September 1933 
and during the succeeding days. I now feel they may 
be published exactly as I then recorded them, even 
with all the little precious personal touches which will 
ever mean so much to me. I do not say that these 
records arc verbatim transcriptions of the conversations, 
but I did the best I could at the time both to listen and 
to take down. I have left the notes practically as I 
made them, with only the omission of one or two points 
of an obviously confidential nature 

But it must be clearly understood that Dr Besant 
has no responsibility whatever either for the thoughts 
or for the language, though I think I have on the 
whole accurately reproduced the spirit of her conver¬ 
sations I publish these conversations—I have had 
many others—because of their general interest and 
because they were the first clear contacts I had with 
her from the other side. On the first occasion there 
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was a semi-materialization which quite overwhelmed 
me for a few moments until she adjusted me to her 
presence 

G S A 






SEPTEMBER 20th—21st 


S. S. •' Mariposa First night 
out from Los Angeles 

I remember the President very clearly. She 
was very strong and actively engaged already in 
manipulating the forces which move the world 
Not functioning any more on the physical plane 
she finds she has in some measure to use a new 
technique of trying to influence people, but it is 
not easy to impress the fine upon the coarse, 
the greater upon the less 

She must in some measure rely upon agents, 
as must also the Masters, and while she has been 
doing this before she has not so far been more or 
less exclusively confined to it. She seems to be 
taking a general survey of the world situation, and 
the Indian situation looms large. It would seem 
that the key nation for the moment is England, 
and I hear her say to me most vividly : *' Help 


England to do her duty. ' If England can con¬ 
solidate the Empire in a spirit of justice, under¬ 
standing and solidarity, then, thus established in 
honour, she can become a powerful influence to 
help to adjust the whole world. But she cannot 
do this until and unless she sets her own house 
in order, and first India Hence. ** Help England 
to do her duty means " Help England to exhibit 
once more that greatness of soul which has from 
time to time characterized her in the past, and 
which gives her still her opportunity in the present 
and in the immediate future. England must 
awake—for her own sake, for the sake of India 
and all that India can be to the world, for the 
sake of a great example that the whole Empire 
can set to the world of a comity of nations linked 
together in brotherly understanding and noble 
purpose And then she adds : *• Work for me. 
Do not grieve for me. I am working. Let us 


work together as when I was with you in the 
outer world I am near to you and you are near 
to me." 

The President looks to members of The Theo- 
sophical Society to help to lead the world 
Freely have they received, freely must they 
therefore give—not alone in sharing the truth 
entrusted to them, no less in sharing in every 
department of life the spirit the truths of Theo¬ 
sophy embody But in order to do this, mem¬ 
bers of The Society must first be sure they know 
the truths of Theosophy, know in some definite 
measure those truths of which H. P. B was the 
first messenger to the world of today Knowing 
them, they must apply them to the world's uplift 
and regeneration In the spirit of Theosophy, 
Theosophists must be active in the world, for 
Theosophy, giving wisdom, discloses the essential 
solutions to the world's problems Theosophists 


must show how Theosophy brings light into all 
dark places, be the darkness what it may 

The President calls us to ** live greatly," not 
in pettiness or narrowness, not in self-conceit or 
aloofness, but. being self-controlled, always 
masters of mind, emotions and body, helping 
others through example and understanding them¬ 
selves to gain that self-mastery upon the achieve¬ 
ment of which the happiness of the world 
depends. *• Live greatly "—not merely on oc¬ 
casion and in emergency, but in the daily details 
of life So she lived, so shall we honour and 
serve her 
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SEPTEMBER 23rd 


S. S "Mariposa Between 
Los Angeles and Honolulu 


The hours of forgetfulness are as nothing 
compared with the hours of remembrance, and 
remembrance is not complete until the lessons 
of forgetfulness have been learned 

The dipping down into forgetfulness in order 
to achieve perfect memory 

Evolution a course in contrasts, in light and 
shade. 

The setting of life in ignorance, in order that 
the soul may attain wisdom through a passionate, 
stern, unyielding search for it. When the soul, 
in the midst of ignorance, grows passionately 
tired of ignorance, or of a particular aspect of 
ignorance, then alone does wisdom disclose her¬ 
self She must be passionately wooed and won 
Then alone does she give herself for ever. She 


must be needed so much that the seeker counts 
no cost too great in her pursuit And when the 
seeker becomes steadily and ardently dissatisfied 
with what he has and knows, then will she lure 
him on with fleeting visions of herself until, rest¬ 
less of mere vision, he demands reality, and 
more reality, lifting himself ever upwards from 
reality to reality. He becomes like the true 
mountaineer—ever in search of nobler heights 
to climb, the achievement of the less only being 
an incentive to seek and attain the more. So 
does he combine happiness with restlessness, 
and attains the supreme Yoga of restless peace. 

Force subdues, gentleness alone conquers 
It may be needful to subdue, but it is even more 
necessary to conquer. 

Force may subdue. Gentleness may conquer 
But understanding harmonizes and inspires 
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SEPTEMBER 28th, 1933. 4 p.m 

S. S. “Mariposa Between 
Honolulu and Pango Pango 

I had a talk this afternoon with the President— 
business-like. First Ray. a General giving orders : 

*' The Society needs a thorough overhauling if 
it is to be once more the instrument the Masters 
rseed. During these last years I have had no 
time to give that attention to The Society which 
it constantly needs. You must do this, and in 
the right way We cannot act directly on indi¬ 
vidual members We have to take them as they 
come But Lodges and their meetings must be¬ 
come much more business-like and efficient. 
With Lodges of the right kind and meetings 
wisely conducted, there will be no difficulty in 
making The Society a movement which the world 
neither can ignore nor want to. 

“ 1. Study Theosophy and promote friendship 


11 



“2. Encourage members. through the 
T O S to put Theosophy into practice. 
“3. To draw the young near to Theosophy 
“Study. Work. Action. Friendship —are the 
main purposes for which a Lodge exists. The study 
of Theosophy , practical Theosophical activity in 
the outer world; and the drawing of the mem* 
bers together in real friendship; all in the name 
of Theosophy, under the inspiration of Theosophy 
pure and simple. You must work at the Lodges. 
They have become confused. They are weak 
and uncertain. The members pull in a hundred 
different directions. They are not Theosophical 
Lodges, whatever else they are. They have 
forgotten what Theosophy is. what Theosophy 
has done because it is Theosophy. Their mem¬ 
bers run here, there and elsewhere—everywhere 
but towards the Theosophy we have been preach¬ 
ing these fifty years and more, the Theosophy 
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H. P B. and the Colonel brought to us. the 
Theosophy Charles [Bishop C. W Leadbeater] 
and I have been trying to pass on to you all. 

. ** I had special work given me. as you know — 
really Theosophical. for it was part of that Plan 
which is the reflexion of the Divine Wisdom 
But I could not pay the attention to The Society 
itself which it constantly needs, and there was 
no one else to do it. 

“ But now this must be done You must 
largely concentrate on the re organization of 
The Society. You can disregard any opposition, 
it will soon die down and is only the effect of 
the absence of strong guidance. Now do not 
let your delight at being so near to me and 
seeing me make you inattentive You must be 
quiet and listen very carefully, for I shall often 
want to talk to you and help you. Between us. 
my dear, and I know you are happy I should say 
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• us.' we will regenerate The Society, so that 
our Masters may really be able to use it again 
more fully. (I could see she was calming me 
down, but it was such a joy to see her so well, 
so strong, so imperative ) 

Be prepared for a very stern and perhaps 
impatient Mother. You must get accustomed 
to be with me in this way. just as if I were 
calling you into my room at Adyar. It will often 
be like this, and perhaps I may even be able to 
come down into your world now and then, if 
Master permits. 

•• We are going to work together now even 
more closely than we have worked together for 
so long in the life I have just left. You will not 
mind this power behind your throne, will you ? 
Now plan to revitalize our Society especially 
through the Lodges. Make each Lodge a very 
real nucleus of Universal Brotherhood, and a 
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receptacle for and channel of Theosophy All 
other work must be circumference. This must 
be the heart and centre 

•• Now I must go Well, come quite close to 
me. George dear. It is your old Mother, but 
the real Mother, not that physical body you 
loved so much even when it was very stupid. 
(She then poured upon me her wonderful 
radiance, just as I used to know it down here, 
but now without the inevitably limiting restrictions 
of a vehicle made of physical matter ) Now get 
along back into your body, and plan for the 
work to come 

Her hair was white. Her body firm and in 
all the flush of youthful vigour, even though old 
in appearance She was wearing a white silk 
sari edged with gold, and I noticed round her 
neck her swastika, and she was also wearing her 
usual ornaments, the Presidential ring, etc She 
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put on this body with its appurtenances I 
could feel, so as to give me pleasure and 
case, The most interesting after-consideration 
is that she is far more separate from her 
erstwhile physical body than she has ever been 
—which is obvious from one point of view, but 
by which I mean that I could perceive clearly 
the form as merely a vehicle and a life very 
much distinct, an ego very obviously inde¬ 
pendent I perceived the ego and did not mix 
up the ego and his vehicles as I had normally 
done Hitherto I had identified, jumbled up, 
the ego and his vehicles Annie Besant meant 
all, and the physical body was the whole— the 
ego shining through it. using it, needing it. and 
I having access to the ego only, as it were, 
through the physical body But now. instead of 
seeing through a glass darkly, I see face to face 
I see the power behind the puppet, wonderful 
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though the puppet was. The body is gone, but 
something far greater than I have ever known 
lives on. It is far greater because it no longer 
shines through a glass comparatively darkly ; and 
though I should have known this before, and 
might perhaps have transcended the physical 
body, no doubt did do this on the other side of 
sleep, there was no clear waking memory. Now, 
the physical body, being disintegrated, has lost 
its power to shed a veil of relative illusion ; and 
I know the Ego which has marched so magnifi¬ 
cently, so triumphantly, through incarnation after 
incarnation. What a power 1 What a majesty I 
What determination I What resistlessness ! What 
overwhelming peace ! A splendid likeness of her 
Master I see Him in her—no. not in " her,” 
I see Him in him 
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SEPTEMBER 30th-OCTOBER 1st. 1933 

Between Pango Pango 
and Suva 4-15 a m. 

I saw the President in consultation with a 
number of her older workers as to the choice of 
her successor. She had specially gathered them 
round her in order to explain why her own 
choice fell upon me As an ex-President, the 
Colonel was there, and was a little doubtful as to 
whether I was the best choice, although he had 
no one else in view. He was. however, prepar* 
ed to be convinced by Dr. Besant. Some of 
the older workers asked Raja why he did not 
stand He seemed to say that it was a matter 
in which he felt he desired to be guided by the 
President's wisdom. 

The President said that the choice of., her 
successor was not merely a matter concerning 
The Theosophical Society, but concerned world 
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policies, and. while some one should be chosen 
who could be persona grata with a majority of 
the members, an effort should be made to 
choose for the office one who could enter into 
such aspects of world affairs as for the time 
being are. from the Masters’ standpoint, domin¬ 
ating factors. The situation of the British Empire, 
and of the English-speaking peoples generally, is 
one of paramount importance—partly because 
of India, and partly because of the power and 
opportunity for these peoples to exercise a very 
decided influence over the whole world—for 
good, if rightly inspired, for evil unless the great 
ideal of their opportunity of world-service as 
against the more selfish purpose of self-aggran¬ 
dizement is insistently stressed—both in the 
interests of drawing together East and West in 
equal comradeship and of world-peace and soli¬ 
darity as a whole Great political ideals must be 
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held up before nations and Leagues of Nations, 
before peoples closely united by common tradi¬ 
tions. and before groups of peoples more loosely 
knit together, yet nevertheless organisms from 
the inner point of view 

The stressing of such ideals is necessary in 
order to help receptivity for the more personal 
ideals of individual life, for the renaissance of 
religions, and for the understanding of the 
science of life as set forth in Theosophy 

Now while The Society as such cannot concern 
itself with such work in its more political aspects, 
its President can and should—though not in 
his outer official capacity, just as she had 
had to work for India’s freedom, for which 
work in part it was desired she should have 
the office and status and power of Presi¬ 
dent of The Theosophical Society. The Society 
is not merely an organization for study. 
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self-improvement and the spreading of certain 
teachings. It is for these purposes, and must 
perform them, must be encouraged to perform 
them first of all. But it is also an instrument 
in the hands of the Masters for Their own 
world-work, and They must be able to use it 
through its President, and through the concen¬ 
tration in him of its membership's power. 

The kind of work now needed to be done made 
George [myself], as it happened, and in such a 
matter she could in no way be swayed by con¬ 
siderations of a personal nature, the most suitable 
choice for the office of President. She realized 
his defects, and knew that if circumstances were 
different some one else might be more suitable 
But they had to look upon the work as it is. and 
she would remind them that in the case of the 
President of The Theosophical Society—splendid 
body as it is, the Masters chosen instrument for 



many purposes—the office itself to no small ex¬ 
tent makes its holder, and they might be confident 
that George would fulfil their expectations from 
the occupant of so exalted an office. She might 
be allowed to say that she herself would con¬ 
stantly guide him. and she knew he would be 
responsive to her suggestions. 

It should be understood that, apart from 
personal ties, the possibility of George succeed¬ 
ing her was a reason for his very dose associa¬ 
tion with her for many years in all the 
departments of her work. For over 30 years 
he had worked with her—in Masonry, in educa¬ 
tion. in politics, in the Theosophical field, and in 
many other activities, inner and outer . and she 
felt she could undertake to answer for him 
She therefore had no hesitation in recommend¬ 
ing that the ring of the President of The Society 
should be placed in his care. 




At the present time, in view of the above con¬ 
siderations, a British subject is desirable for the 
office, preferably an Englishman, and one also 
who has friendly associations with the various 
constituents of the British Empire and with the 
United States He must, of course, be thorough¬ 
ly sound as regards India and her place 
within the Empire, and he should also be as far 
as possible persona grata with other countries as 
well But for various occult and karmic reasons, 
without, of course, the slightest derogatory im¬ 
plications. an Englishman and therefore a subject 
of the King-Emperor, possessing the other 
qualifications enumerated, is the most suitable 
channel for the kind of work now needing to be 
done, and therefore to be a channel in this 
respect for the Masters' force 

Colonel Okott and herself had been chosen 
for reasons similar in principle, though of course 
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different in nature, having regard to the dif¬ 
ferences in circumstances Their successor must 
be chosen on the same principle, having regard 
to the nature of the work he would have to 
perform 


£ 
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